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Conservation vs. Efficiency 

• Conservation-changing behavior to reduce water use 

 

 

 

• Efficiency-upgrading fixtures, equipment, and 
processing to perform the same tasks with less water 



A Tale of Two Subregions 
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NE IL 11-County Population 
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*2005 –   8.74 million 

*2050 – 12.11 million 
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• 11 County Study 

• Supply and Demand 

• Facilitated by CMAP 

• RWSPG 

• Completed in 2010 

• Over 200 recommendations  

• Technical Assistance 
Program for communities 
and utilities 

 

 



Water 2050 Technical Assistance 

Water 2050: Technical Assistance Webpage 

 * Model Water Conservation Ordinance 

 * Bill inserts 

 *WaterSense Partnership 

 * AWWA Audit Form 

 * Conservation Pricing 

 * AWE Tracking Tool 

  

www.cmap.illinois.gov/water-2050/technical-assistance  

 

 10/12/2011 7 



Update Ordinances/Codes 
 

• Indoors/Outdoors 

• Residential/CII 

• Local examples 

• Resources for more info 

• Water savings 

• Public information/outreach 
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Informational Inserts 

• Unified Public Information Messaging 

• Efficiency, Conservation, Policy 
– Tagline, message, action, follow-up for more info 

• Paper Bill Inserts 

• Electronic Distribution 
– Municipal enewsletters 

– Websites 

– Email blasts 

• Low Cost 

• Broad Distribution 
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WaterSense Partner 

• Provides outreach and education 
– Ready to Print materials: press releases, button, PSAs, 

additional bill inserts 

– Everyday tips for residents 

• Provides recognition 
– Municipal website and nationally 

• Provides unified message 

• Partner decides on appropriate activities 

• It’s FREE 

• And…EASY to join and participate 

 

 



Policy Front / Legislative Agenda: 
 
  

 State – Illinois Plumbing License Law 

 

 Federal – authorization of EPA’s WaterSense 
       program 
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Other Resources 

• Alliance for Water Efficiency (AWE) 

 www.allianceforwaterefficiency.org 

 

• Illinois Section American Water Works Association 
(AWWA) Water Efficiency Committee 

 www.isawwa-portal.com  

 

 



Let’s address the why nots? 

Loss of revenue 
 

Lack of resources 
 

Plenty of supply 
 

Adequate water quality 
 



What’s going on now?  
What are you going to do? 

• Batavia 

– Rebate program 

• DuPage Water Commission 

– Preserve Every Drop 

• Algonquin 

– Lawn Watering program 

• Westmont 

– Fix-a-Leak Week  
 

 



Amy Talbot 
atalbot@cmap.illinois.gov  
312.386.8646 
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www.cmap.illinois.gov/water-2050 


